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"Lightning is not all bad, howeverThe soil is enriched with nitrogen that is released from the

atmosphere by lightning and carried to the ground by raindrop# Nitrogen composes about
four-fifths (78.03 percent) by volume of the atmosphere. Nitrogen is inert and serves as a diluent for
oxygen in burning and respiration processesit is an important element in plant nutrition; certain
bacteria in the soil convert atmospheric nitrogen into a form, such as nitrate, that can be absorbed
by plants, a process called nitrogen fixation {biological or industrial process by which molecular

atmospheric nitrogen is converted into a chemical compound that is essential for plant growth
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